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Somewhere deep “Within Us”
Student cinematographers dive into ambitious project
By Johnny Johnson – Cox East Texas

Derek Johnson was getting his make-up touched up for the “martini shot,” getting ready to call it “a wrap” when they broke the news to him.

It seems that in one of the scenes in his new movie, Johnson, the student writer/director from Carthage, was wearing the wrong pants.


He paused for a moment, pursed his lips together tightly and began to nod his head.


“I’m always the last one to know,” he said. “It’s kind of like when someone is cheating on you-everyone knows it but you.”


With all the shots being filmed out of order, it’s difficult to keep track of who was wearing what in the previous scene or whether or not a character had a briefcase in their hand, but Johnson knows that when the finished product is put together, continuity is crucial.


Summer is normally a time for big releases and Hollywood blockbusters-but in Nacogdoches, it’s when the movie is made.


A few years back, it was uncommon for a student staff to work on a full-length feature film. Today, however, it’s an annual event for SFA’s film department.


This year’s film, “Within Us,” is probably the most ambitious production to date, according to Johnson, who also co-wrote the script with director of photography Rob Senska,


“People as me what it’s about and I kind of have a long answer,” Johnson said. “It deals with the tragedies of mental illness and the effects of the disease on victims and their families-but it’s about a lot of things as well.”


In a nutshell, the movie is about a doctor who is using questionable procedures to treat a young schizophrenic patient. The doctor is being pressured to get a new drug out on the market, which could bring in big dollars to the pharmaceutical company. The only problem is the doctor already knows the treatment won’t work.


“But the CEO, who is played by Brad Maule from ‘General Hospital,’ wants the drug on the market, no matter what.”


Somewhere along the line, the doctor’s past begins to catch up with him, and he will begin to try to find redemption and mend some figurative fences.


“So it’s also about doing the right thing and being ethical,” Johnson said. There’s also a “heckuva” surprise ending that Johnson said he did not want to spoil for those who want to go see the film. He hopes to be able to set up the premiere at SFA in December.

After the premiere, Johnson said he hopes to take the movie on the road, moving from city to city using DVD distribution.


And because the production is using a 90-percent professional cast, Johnson said, he thinks it will be something that people will want to see.


With a few touch-ups to the dark circles under his baby blues, tussled hair and stubble, Johnson is ready for the final shots of the night.


He climbs three flights of stairs, where the doctor will soon be paying off an orderly to sneak the patient out of the asylum.


Then it hits him-he’s wearing sandals. He should have on his black low-quarters. He decides to go with the shot, anyway, and tosses the question out to the cameraman as he gets into place.


“Can you crop my feet out of this shot?”

