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Derek Johnson: moving up in Hollywood through small roles

Student works on independent films, big-budget TV and movies

By Lindsey Standley – Sports Editor

The next Brad Pitt or Mel Gibson may very well be right here in Nacogoches. His name isn’t up in lights yet, but Derek Johnson, Carthage senior, is well on his way.


Johnson, a cinematography major who graduates this August, not only balances school and extra-curricular activities like most SFA students but a professional acting career as well.


Since he began acting, Johnson has appeared in several movies and currently played a small part on the TV show “Thief,” which is shown on FX. He was also a stand-in for the actor Bryan Geraghty, who starred in “Jarhead,” and was a background actor for the upcoming movie “The Guardian,” starring Kevin Kostner and Ashton Kutcher.


However, despite his ability to name several popular celebrities he has worked with, including Kutcher and Sam Shepard, this up-and-coming actor certainly isn’t letting fame to go his head. Johnson

Film was kind of like my open door, where I could be in films and direct.

· Derek Johnson

Carthage Senior

isn’t exactly the typical SFA student and he remains focused on his love of acting and directing, as well as working hard to keep his priorities in line.


“Most people sleep in and go to class, maybe go to work and study a little bit,” he said. “It’s a 20-hour work day for me every day. I’m constantly under a lot of stress, but it’s a lot of fun. The pay off will be very nice.”


Johnson got his start in high school, where he began acting and directing in movies and short films.


“Film was kind of like my open door, where I could be in films and direct,” he said.


After graduating, he opted to attend SFA rather than fly to California and go to film school there.


“I originally was going to go to film school in Los Angeles,” he said. “I decided that I’ll live in L.A. for the rest of my life, so why don’t I just go to SFA, which has an awesome film school, then go to L.A.”


Johnson balances a full load of classes with his acting career and therefore has to pass up various college activities that are common for most students. However, he also has to forego certain acting opportunities in order to keep up with his classes and school work.


“I have to pass up a lot of the smaller things because I am trying to graduate,” he said. “My agent will find work that I can do on the weekend or when I don’t have class. For instance, since I’m trying to graduate, I couldn’t do a role with Sandra Bullock in a new film that she’s doing.”


Among his top influences are fellow actors who also direct movies, such as Clint Eastwood and Orson Welles, and one of his most memorable experiences as an actor was getting the opportunity to sit down and talk with Demi Moore for four hours wile on the set of a movie. It’s opportunities like these that make Johnson’s career so unique. Don’t expect him to have a big head, though.


“I don’t get recognized yet because I haven’t had a lot of screen time, other than my short films and independent feature films,” he said. “When I’m on a film set or go out with the cast and crew, the people automatically think that I’m a celebrity. The extras will ask for my autograph and I’m like, ‘I’m one of you.’”

For Johnson, acting is more than just mingling with the Hollywood A-listers and signing autographs.


He is also starring and directing in a local feature film this summer. Titled “Within Us” and co-written with Rob Senska, Forestburg, South Dakota senior, the film will have several professional actors in it, including SFA lecturer Brad Maule, who has also appeared on “General Hospital”.


“We’re going to shoot it this summer here in Nacogdoches,” Johnson said. “In the fall it will go through post-production. Then, we’ll announce the premier. We’ll have a couple of premiers either next fall or next spring and students can come. Then it will go into DVD distribution and we’ll sell copies in the art department.”


“I’m just like everyone else,” he said. “I’m a Jack.”

